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On Friday March 14th, Mentoring Academy will 
travel to Mount Wilson Observatory in the 
mountains above Pasadena to complete two nights of 
observing through the 60 inch research telescope. 

Spr ing  Break  
March  18 -March  24

MOUNT WILSON OBSERVATORY

he telescopes at Mount 
Wilson Observatory were 
the center of many of the 

great astronomical discoveries of the 
last century.  When the 60 inch was 
constructed, it was the world’s 
largest telescope, only being 
exceeded by its neighbor― the 100 
inch, which was completed a few 
hundred yards away.  Together, they 
showed us that there were many 
galaxies (not just the Milky Way); 
that the Universe is expanding;  how 
stars are formed, and much of what 
is known today about the various 
features of our Milky Way galaxy.
In addition to observing, the 
students will be given an intimate 
tour of the 100 ft solar telescope and 
the research facilities.

Friday, March 14 
1pm- Leave Mentoring

We will have school in the morning, 
then will pack and leave after lunch.
Late Evening- Arrive and Check 
into our motel
Saturday, March 15 
Afternoon-- Observatory Tour
7pm-1am -- Observing on 60 inch
Sunday, March 16
 7pm-1am-- Observing 
Monday, March 17
10am-- Depart for Home

Late afternoon-- Return to MA. 
  
 

Thursday, March 6
Berkeley Rep Outing: 
The House Cannot Stand 
Set in 1836, New Orleans, the 
play centers around a wealthy  
biracial family who must face the 
challenges of their era; their 
relationships with each other and 
their peers after the death of their 
father.  
Written by Marcus Gardley
Directed by Patricia McGregor
Students need to bring a 
packed lunch on Thursday.

Friday, March 14
Mt Wilson Excursion 
March 14-March 17
See schedule for trip details.

Tuesday, March 18
Spring Break Begins
Classes will not be in session 
from Tuesday, March 18 through 
Monday, March 24th.  Please 
make sure to enjoy your break 
and get into a normal sleep cycle.
  
Tuesday, March 25 

Classes Resume
The first day of classes following 
Spring Break
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Skiing in Tahoe

Getting Skiing & 
Snowboarding Lessons

Enjoying The Slopes

Last month, students and staff members headed to South 
Lake Tahoe to enjoy snowsports and academic activities 
outside of our normal school setting.  



Living At The Lodge 
Personalizing Plates

Making Dinner

Clearing The Driveway



Events  FOr
March -May  of  2014

Upcoming Student 

Events
There are many great boychoirs around the 

world, a few of the most musically talented are 
the Tolzer Knabenchor, the Vienna Boys Choir, 
Drakensburg Boychoir, and an endless number 
in Great Britain. However there is one boychoir 
which is becoming increasingly famous, at an 
exponential rate… The Pacific Boychoir! I, Nick 
Main, am a 9th grade alto, attending the 
Mentoring Academy! I went to school for three 

years at the Pacific Boychoir Academy; I learned how to sing from 
basically nothing to practically a professional in such little time. We 
have performed all over the world; I personally have gone on tour to 
Spain, Brazil and this upcoming summer will go to Vietnam. When I 
was in 6th grade (my first year in the choir) we weren’t all that well 
known. However come 8th grade, we were asked to perform on 
America’s Got Talent, making us suddenly increase in popularity, 
extremely. Just months ago I performed with about 20 others at Nelson 
Mandela’s memorial is Washington D.C.-- truly a great experience. My 
next musical endeavor 
will be recording the 
Graceland cover 
album with Paul 
Simon, however we 
will sing only one 
song. Following that 
will be a self-
produced concert, 
proving that we are 
no less talented than 
the Vienna Boys Choir; we will be singing the type of music that they 
sing almost every year, including a lot of Haydn. Sadly I will be missing 
that one to go to D.C. with my school. Shortly after, I will perform 
Haydn’s Requiem, and then tour rehearsals begin.

My Experience in the Pacific Boychoir
by  Nick Main

Music
April 11 & 12- 8pm
Paul Simmon’s “Graceland”
A Performance by 50+ Artist, 
Including the Pacific Boys Choir

Event Details:
Jewish Community Center of SF 
3200 California St
San Francisco, CA 94118

April 26 2014- 8pm
“The Sound of Vienna”
A performance by the        
Pacific Boychoir
 
Event Details:
650 Parker Avenue
San Francisco  California  94118

May 11 2014- 3:00pm
“Mother’s Day Continuum”
A performance by the
Pacific Boychoir

Event Details:                   
Pacific Boychoir Academy
215 Ridgeway Avenue
Oakland  California  94612

For more information about  
these events, please visit the 

Pacific Boychoir website: 
www.pacificboychoir.org

At Mentoring Academy, some of 
our students participate in 
outside programs, which help 
them foster and develop their 
incredible artistic talents. We 
invite you to come and support 
these remarkable individuals as 
they share with the world their 
gifts. 

http://www.pacificboychoir.org
http://www.pacificboychoir.org


March -May  2014

Upcoming Student 

Events

Poetry
March 11-  7pm-9pm
“Open Mic” Poetry Reading at 
the Albany Public Library

Event Details:
Albany Public Library 
1247 Marin Ave
Albany, CA 94706

Theater
Upcoming Performance’s
Shrek The Musical & 
Spelling Bee

Mentoring Academy’s Madeline 
Wack will be performing in the 
performances mentioned. We will 
keep you posted on the details of 
the event.  

Here’s something I wrote up last 
night. I’ve been experimenting with some 
double-meaning, and after reading Ezra 
Pounds two-line long metro poem I 
thought I should experiment a little with 
poetry that focuses more on arousing 
emotional responses from its readers. This 
style has its advantages; as it means I get 
to put a little less effort into the line-by-
line meanings and overall messages of the 

poem, and can instead spend some time fine-tuning the 
imagery presented within the work. 
Enjoy!

Short or long
fish can go their whole lives
without realizing
they're trapped.

Sheila and me
we've seen it happen
playing ball toss
by the river.

Only world music can capture
trees in springtime.

My uncles used to drown fish
in their fleshy palms
bless them
holding them underwater
until their whole life ended 
and
the fish got to begin a new one
in fillets and pieces.

Uncle says that a fish drowned 
under
water
soaks up more juices.
Especially muddy water.

Sheila jumps into the river
when I throw too high
and on shore there's just me
the trees
maybe some world music 
coming
distant
from my head
phones.

Only now do I yell
Into the river
remind
Sheila she can reach for the 
fish
but don't bite.

An Introduction to the poem, “Nets”
by Ben Bartu 

Nets



Mentoring Academy Ski Trip 2014 

This year, I was selected for two 
Berkeley Playhouse Musicals, The 25th 
Putnam County Spe!ing Bee and Shrek the 
Musical. I will start rehearsals for Spelling 
Bee on March 12th and the play will be 
performed in early May.  The rehearsals 
and performances for Shrek will both take 
place during the summer. 

Upcoming Performances
by Madeline Wack

Thursday, April 10th
Berkeley Rep Outing:                    
Accidental Death of an 
Anarchist 

by Dario Fo
Adapted by Gavin Richards 
From a translation by Gillian 
Hanna 
Directed by Christopher Bayes
                                        Monday, April 21
Special WDC Program Begins

Wednesday, April 30
Return From WDC Program 

An Overview of April


