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In the afternoon of the last school day before winter 
holiday, students prepared a meal of salad, pepper 
encrusted roast beef, celebrations, vegetables, fresh 
rolls, and baked potatoes, followed by baklava made by 
Helen Stavropoulos Sandoval, Johnathan’s mother.  

Classes Resume 
Tuesday 7 Jan

PREPARING HOLIDAY FEAST

learly one of the most 
wonderful aspects of life at 
Mentoring Academy is 
watching the growth process 

of the students.  Each person joins the 
school with a set of strong skills as well 
as areas for growth.  On any dimension 
there is variance among the students.  
Although the paths are often similar, 
the specific needs, approaches, 
solutions are very individual. There are 
common issues and students make 
significant transitions that produce  
dramatic success. 
One of the most difficult transitions 
for many new students is moving from 
the mindset of success is related to 
attendance, rather than the result of 
learning accomplished by engagement 
in the coursework and projects.  
Because learning is so tied to effort, 
one of our most important goals is to 
assist students in modifying course 
content to reflect their interests.  It is 
much easier to stay focused if the skills 
being learned are employing content 
that is of great interest to the student. 

Some students are learning to better 
judge the time it takes to complete a 
goal, how to plan and being careful to 
bite off what can be chewed.
Another area of transition is helping 
students take advantage of the staff ’s 
support.  In traditional settings the 
teachers are the evaluators and many 
students work hard to hide from them.  
Obviously we are the most useful when 
we are fully informed about successes, 
difficulties, and specific goals.
Lastly, students are most successful 
when they try out suggestions made by 
the staff.  Sometimes students are 
resistant to trying solutions to 
difficulties, wanting to “do it my way”.  
Working on each of these issues 
becomes part of the Mentoring 
Academy experience.  The successes 
achieved impact far beyond high 
school.  
Thank you for sharing your young 
people and for your support.                  
--john

Students find unique paths to 

Monday Jan 6, 2014
Staff Meeting, No Classes
Last day of Winter Break for Students.

Tuesday Jan 7
Classes Resume
This first day of classes following the Winter 
Break is a regular 9 to 5:30 day. 

Saturday Jan 11
Information Session:  1 to 3 PM
This open house session is an opportunity 
for prospective students to get to know how 
Mentoring Academy functions and to 
explore whether Mentoring would be an 
appropriate school for their family.  Pass the 
word to friends who might benefit.

Monday Jan 20
Civil Rights Celebration Day
Classes are not in session January 20th so 
students can participate in celebrations of 
the contributions of Martin Luther King, Jr.

Sunday-Thursday Feb 9-13
Skiing in the Sierras at Tahoe
Assuming there is snow, students and staff 
will travel to a large home near Heavenly Ski 
Resort for three days of winter sports, life 
skills, and short courses in a series of 
topics.  Note this is a change of dates 
from the original calendar.
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WASC Document

As part of the WASC documentation 
Mentoring Academy developed the 
following brief statement of its 
Learning Goals.

Schoolwide Student Goals
Mentoring Academy facilitates 
mastery of a wide range of talents 
essential for high school students, 
including: 

1. Acquiring extensive 
academic knowledge

2. Mastering appropriate 
learning strategies

3. Developing effective 
communication skills 

4. Engaging in cooperative 
learning

5. Using technology 
proficiently and 
appropriately 

6. Successfully complete 
admissions process for 
appropriate post-
secondary education

7. Employing needed life 
skills

8. Maintaining social 
relationships

9. Engaging in healthy 
physical activities

10. Solving problems 
inventively

11. Enjoying an artistic 
passion

12. Managing self-motivation
13. Managing projects
14. Identify academic areas of 

strong interest and 
explore those areas

Learning Goals
Progress in WASC Accreditation

Mentoring Academy Completed 
WASC Initial Report and Visit

Schools seeking WASC accreditation 
complete an initial report on their 
curriculum, administration, finances, 

objectives and processes.  
A site visit is then 

completed by a 
WASC representative 
who reports his or her 
recommendations to 

the WASC Board.

Mentoring Academy completed its 50+ 
page initial report, the site visit was 
successful and candidate status 
approved.  Mentoring will now 
complete a full self-study in three years. 
For more information about WASC:

From the WASC Report
The stated purpose of Mentoring 
Academy is:

1. To provide students with the 
most human, effective, engaging, 
vibrant, and compelling learning 
environment possible

2. To guide students as they 
explore human achievements 
and relate those developments to 
their own interests

3. To support students in mastering 
skills and knowledge in solving 
complex problems, making 
informed decisions, and offering 
unique contributions 

4. To create opportunities for 
students to achieve social, 
physical, and academic success

5. To inspire students to become 
self-aware, compassionate 
individuals and responsible 
community members

To fulfill the Purpose, the central 
operational goals of Mentoring 
Academy are: 

1. To identify the 
appropriate content and 
skills needed for success as 
an adult in the 21st 
century

2. To offer courses, seminars, 
workshops and 
independent projects that 
most effectively meet the 
needs of individual 
students

 
3. To support student 

mastery of content and 
skills with fully engaged, 
professional teacher-
mentors who:
• identify each student’s 

strengths and areas for 
improvement

• develop with each 
student and family an 
individualized 
educational plan that 
meets needed goals

• assist each student in 
achieving content or 
skill mastery based on 
individual learning 
style and pace

• help each student 
maintain motivation

• support each student 
in identifying and 
resolving issues or 
obstacles to learning

• guide each student to 
develop projects that 
foster integration, 
invention, and 
accomplishment

The High School Code is used for Common Applications, 
SAT reporting, college admissions forms, and other 
admissions processes.
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http://www.acswasc.org/

College Board High School Code for Mentoring 
Academy is:         054722

http://www.acswasc.org/
http://www.acswasc.org/
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Even a Polar Bear Can Have a Mentor

& oings On Around Mentoring

Students make reports on their major 
projects at TeaTime, compose music, 
play ping pong, badminton, basketball, 
mime, dance, prepare for SAT, work 
through the college application process, 
write poetry, take photographs, explore 
historical videos, participate in holiday 
events, go to Berkeley Rep, take field 
trips and complete projects on Japan, 
chemistry, and a wide variety of topics.
These last two pages report on just some 
of the many activities and unusual 
experiences students have explored.

Nick Main

Vice President Biden

Nelson Mandela Memorial   Nick Main, Mentoring Academy ninth 
grade student, and member of the Pacific Boys Choir (PBC), sang in the 
Nelson Mandela Memorial Service at the National Cathedral in 
Washington D.C. on December 11th. The four hour service was 
attended by several thousand supporters and was broadcast on the 
Internet.  Mentoring has a DVD of the service. You can also see Nick 
and the PBC sing in the musical prelude at 48 minutes into:
 http://www.nationalcathedral.org/exec/cathedral/mediaPlayer2013?
MediaID=MED-6G28T-FC001Q&EventID=CAL-6FD7T-UD001E

Putting a Desk Together

Making a Salad and Bread

Chemistry

Celebrating a Birthday
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Image taken #om live broadcast

http://www.nationalcathedral.org/exec/cathedral/mediaPlayer2013?MediaID=MED-6G28T-FC001Q&EventID=CAL-6FD7T-UD001E
http://www.nationalcathedral.org/exec/cathedral/mediaPlayer2013?MediaID=MED-6G28T-FC001Q&EventID=CAL-6FD7T-UD001E
http://www.nationalcathedral.org/exec/cathedral/mediaPlayer2013?MediaID=MED-6G28T-FC001Q&EventID=CAL-6FD7T-UD001E
http://www.nationalcathedral.org/exec/cathedral/mediaPlayer2013?MediaID=MED-6G28T-FC001Q&EventID=CAL-6FD7T-UD001E


n most Monday and Wednesday late afternoons, several 
students and staff go to the Rock Gym where they boulder, 
work on the slack line, and exercise in the gym.

O

Bouldering and Slack Line Physical Education

Exploring the Barbary Coast Trail in Historic Downtown San Francisco

s an introduction to the cultures of 
the Bay Area, Mentoring staff and 
students prepared reports on aspects 
of San Francisco’s history, walked the 

Barbary Coast Trail and reported on their 
research to each other 

opcicle sticks become 
railroad bridges in the 
hands of Mike Bodell.P

A

Mentoring Railroad

Halloween at Mentoring was an Inventive Experience that Included Twins, Movie Characters, a Car Thief ...

Reading His Poetry

The Albany Library 
Poetry Society included 
works by Ben Bartu.
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