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Graduation Prep and School Clean-up Day 
Friday, May 9th we are at school for Graduation 
Preparation, ceremony rehearsal and clean up day, from 
10am-4:30pm.  All students are expected to participate 
in preparation for Commencement and End of Year 
Cleanup. Students prepare food, decorate, organize 
common spaces, clean their desk area, and pack their 
belongings for summer.  Those who are graduating or 
speaking during the ceremony will also practice their two 
minute speeches.


SPRING AND SUMMER 2017 
May 29th, Monday: Memorial Day, No Classes

June 1st, Thursday: End of Fourth Quarter/Second  

Semester 
June 2nd, Friday: Staff Work Day, No Classes

June 4th, Sunday: Celebration of life  

of Dr. Wolffe Nadoolman  
	 10:00 am  Ceremony at Berkeley City Club 

	      2315 Durant Ave, Berkeley, at Dana 

	 2:00 pm  Picnic for Youth 

	       Tilden Park Mineral Springs Picnic Area

June 5th - 7th, Mon. through Wed: Spring Retreat 

       Students must be at Mentoring by  
       8:30 am Monday 


June 8th, Thursday: Recovery Day no classes

June 9th, Friday: Graduation Prep and Clean-up  

10am - 4pm

June 10th, Saturday: Graduation Ceremony, 

	 2:30 - 6:30pm  (Music begins at 2:15)

June 12th - June 14th, Mon through Wed: Staff  

Development 

June 15th - 16th, Thur - Fri: Family- Staff Meetings 

	 11am - 5pm

June 26th - August 11th: Summer Programs

August 18th - August 22nd: Solar Eclipse Expedition


FALL 2017  

August 24th - 25th, Thur-Fri: Staff Work Days

August 27th, Sunday: Parent Meeting 5:30pm

August 28th - August 31st: Fall Retreat

September 1st, Friday: Labor Day Weekend,  

No Classes 
September 4th, Monday: Labor Day, No Classes

September 5th, Tuesday: Classes Resume

CALENDAR
Spring Retreat Camping in Redwoods 
This year’s end of school year retreat will be held at 
the Portola Redwoods, east of Half Moon Bay. We will 
meet at Mentoring at 8:30 Monday morning the 5th of 
June and go to camp where we will set up our tents, 
eat lunch and start the festivities.  We will return 
Wednesday evening after dinner. A packing list has 
been sent out.  Thursday following our return, 8 May, 
is a rest day in preparation for Graduation festivities.
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This major, all-family Community Event will be 
conducted in the Sanctuary, Saturday, on June 10th 
from 2:30pm-5:30pm, followed by a reception 
celebration until 6:30pm. 

	 Ninth through eleventh grade students  are 
introduced and promoted to the next grade; eighth 
graders are awarded certificates of Completion of 
Junior High School, and graduating seniors receive 
their High School Diplomas. 

The high school graduation is a wonderful, joyful 
event.  Each senior has chosen a fellow student, a 
mentor from the Academy, a parent, and either a 
mentor from outside the Academy or another 
parent.  Each of those selected people speaks 
about the graduate for 2 minutes (roughly a page of 
double spaced 12 point type).  Then the Head of 
School speaks, introduces the senior and awards 
the diploma.  So that every senior is thoughtfully 
graduated, speakers are asked to respect the time 
limit. The ceremony has proven to be a very 
important and emotional day for seniors, family 
members, fellow students and friends.  A major 
reception follows the ceremony allowing everyone to 
talk, congratulate, reflect on it all, and say goodbye 
--, with abundant food to fuel the event.  Dinner 
plans are best made for  later in the evening.

Graduation Ceremony Schedule, June 10 
11:00AM:  Parents and students on the reception 

	      committee meet at Mentoring Academy 

	      and organize the reception

1:00 PM:   All students meet in Main Room for 

	      pictures and final preparations

2:15 PM:   Music in the Sanctuary by the 

	      Mentoring Academy Not Yet Banned 
2:30 PM:   Graduation Ceremony

5:30 PM    Reception in Julia Morgan Room, Garden 

	      and Main Room

6:30 PM:    Clean up

Summer Programs 
Mentoring Academy’s Summer Program is expanding to 
include activities that develop interests and skills for 
students in Bridge Camp, Academic Enhancement and 
Credit Recovery.  Students can participate in activities 
that include: Pottery, Photography,  Video Game Story 
Writing, Astronomy, Carpentry, Cooking, Creative Writing, 
Web Development, and Computer Programming.  If you 
would like your student to participate in our Summer 
Program, the application is open.

Please send an email to admin@mentoringacademy.org, 
CCing ralphwerner@mentoringacademy.org. 


Solar Eclipse Expedition 
Friday, August 19th - Tuesday, August 22nd, members of  
Mentoring Academy travel to eastern Oregon to view the first 
total solar eclipse touching 
the continental United 
States since 1979. 
Mentoring Academy 
students and their families 
are invited to join in. 
Participants will be camping 
in the National Forest near 
Unity Lake Oregon. Details 
of the expedition will be provided in June.

2017-2018 Year:  Continued Growth 
This school year saw significant accomplishments by 
students, parents and staff.  Academic, social, and 
personal skill growth by students was wonderful.  MAPS 
made important contributions to the school and 
community, the staff has continued the development of 
courses, ways to support students, and communicate with 
the Community. Together we took the needed steps to 
become a fully accredited institution.

	 As we look forward to the next school year, the 
staff is working on course development that is even more 
modular and transparent, new courses, added ways for 
students to demonstrate mastery, and processes for 
communication with all involved. The student body is at 
maximum capacity with nearly thirty remarkable and 
talented students enrolled for the fall. The staff continues 
to demonstrate unparalleled commitment and skills. 

	 MAPS has grown significantly over the last year, 
providing activities and thoughtful input that support the 
school’s mission, staff, and fellow parents.  MAPS is now 
developing activities for inclusion of new families, 
mechanisms for families to communicate ,and raise funds. 

	 A massive thank you, to  parents, students, staff 
and Board	 	 	 —John


Mentoring Academy Graduation Ceremony


