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Oakland’s Mentoring Academy Hosting 
High School Summer Internships for 
high school students interested in the 
Preservation of 1960’s Audio Interviews 
with Nobel Physicists who brought in the 
atomic age. 

 
Local School Seeks to Complete Transfer to Digital, Edit and Distribute  

Conversations with Nobel Prize Scientists 
 

5 April 2020 Oakland, CA -  As a young college professor, Mentoring Academy Founder, Dr. 
John Muster, conducted a series of in depth interviews with several of the most important Nobel 
Prize winning physicists n the late 1960’s and early 70’s.  The conversations explored how they 
did their work that resulted in advances that earned them Nobel Prizes.  The interviews were 
recorded in the offices and homes of the scientists in California, New Jersey, Germany, Great 
Britain, Ireland, France, Switzerland, Italy, and the Netherlands in then state of the art analog 
tape recordings.  The 34 scientist interviews include: 

● Werner Heisenberg, discussing his development of the Uncertainty Principle and his 
work in atomic physics; 

● Otto Frish explaining how he and Lisa Meitner made sense of fission and atomic energy; 
● William Fowler explores his breakthrough theoretical understanding of how our sun 

produces energy;  
● Owen Chamberlain describing his work in the Manhattan Project; and  
● Hendrik van De Hulst’s recounting of his development of our understanding of 

hydrogen’s 21 cm radiation. 
 
Mentoring Academy is an independent, personalized high school, serving the greater Bay 
Area community. Students have commuted to our location near the Rockridge BART, but 
now participate fulltime in Zoom classes of 1 to 8 students. We engage bright, confident, 
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high- achieving students who are seeking a college preparatory high school experience that 
meets their needs. Some found the traditional mold of a large classroom atmosphere a 
challenge, others need more depth and/or a tailored curriculum. 
 
Dr. Muster started this project to capture and share these conversations to help lovers of 
physics around the world get a chance to hear from these great minds directly. In the 1970’s 
portions of some of the interviews were transcribed, edited and published successfully as 
cassette tapes to educational institutions 
.  
“Students and most adults have had little contact with the people who brought us the scientific 
revolutions of the modern age.  As a result we do not see how absolutely human the scientific 
experience is.  These tapes allow everyone who listens a chance to hear directly from the 
person who made the discovery or created the major step forward.” 
 
Most of the interviews recorded on analog tape have been digitized.  The goal of the Mentoring 
Academy Scientist Tapes Internships is to finish the digitization, complete and check verbatim 
texts and then to work with Dr. Muster to thoughtfully edit the material to produce insightful short 
conversations about the major breakthroughs of the atomic age. Additionally, interns will 
develop a section of the website to make the edited interviews available to all interested people, 
worldwide. 
 
The Mentoring Academy Scientist Tapes Internship Program will run from June 25 to 
August 10 M-F at times and dates to be arranged with the selected interns.It  is open to 
students with a passion for multimedia and science, who are just entering 9th to 12th 
grade or, if space, recent high school graduates.  
 
For more information email  AdisaBanjoko@MentoringAcademy.org or 
JohnMuster@MentoringAcademy.org  For more info on the school program, visit 
www.mentoringacademy.org  
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